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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD...   

  

As the maple trees on campus transform from green to red and gold, the FCS 
community turns its attention to the Fall Fair. Current parents have been hard at 
work for weeks preparing for the event. Fair organizers, John Wolfrum, Janet 
Dixon, and Sieglinde Peterson have recruited volunteers, contacted local 
businesses and restaurants for support, and sent invitations to former parents and 
friends of the school. Parent and student volunteers will spend Friday night and all 
day Saturday preparing the building and grounds for the Fall Fair.   

  

The Fair is one of our school's oldest traditions, bringing together the entire 
community of students, parents, teachers, alumni, and former parents.  Each family 
participates by contributing items, working shifts at the classroom booth (kids work 
too), and working at the parent-run booths. Food of all varieties is available 
throughout the day in the multi purpose room. Seasonal items (pumpkins, apples, 
and fresh pies), toys, books, and t-shirts are available for sale. Children are 
attracted to the obstacle course, the moon bounce, and the spooky Goosebumps. 
What an opportunity to meet your child's classmates and parents!  

  
The proceeds from the Fall Fair support class activities and equipment, thereby 
benefitting each child. I hope you plan to spend the afternoon with us this Sunday, 
October 18, and show your support for FCS. 

 
See you at the Fair, 

 
Larry 

�

�������Meeting Partner Service Projec t  
  
James and Michelle's Meeting Partner Service project:  
blankets for the homeless.  We are collecting gently used 
blankets for the homeless to help keep them warm during the 
cold nights that are now upon us.  There will be containers 
outside James and Michelle's classrooms to place the 
blankets in.  We will be collecting them from now until 
Thanksgiving.  At that time, James's class will deliver them to 



a homeless shelter.  
  
      We also plan to make a quilt representing the Quaker 
SPICES.  Our goal is to auction the quilt at our holiday show 
in December.  The money raised will benefit a homeless 
shelter at a time when they need it the most.  Here is how we 
need your help:  send in your old fabric for the quilt, if you are 
able to help us with this service project, we meet on Tuesday 
from 1:30 P.M. to 2:15 P.M.  Please email either of us if you 
are able to help. 

���School Start Time Reminder  
 

The school day for FCS for all grade levels begins promptly at 
8:20 a.m.  It is important that students arrive on time in order 
to take care of their classroom responsibilities, including 
unpacking, organizing for the day, and completing the 
morning message or activity.  
  
If you are parking and walking your child into the school 
building at the start of the day, please park in the parking lot 
or on the grass.  Do not park along the driveway or circle, as 
they must remain clear for incoming and outgoing vehicles. 

Facts About Head Lice and Prevention  
  
Head lice are a common insect in Prince George's County.  
They rely on humans for food, warmth, and moisture and 
spend their whole life on a person's head.  Most commonly 
found among young, school-aged children, lice are hard to 
locate on a person's head; however, their eggs (called nits) 
are easier to find.  To help prevent the spread of lice, do not 
let children share combs, brushes, or hats and periodically 
check your child's scalp for nits.  If you find nits or lice there 
are many medications that are effective.  Call your doctor or 
the Health Department's School Health Program (301-599-
2104) to get help choosing a product.  Next, check all family 
members and machine wash in hot water all washable 
clothing, hats, scarves, towels, and bed linens.  Things that 
cannot be washed should be dry cleaned or sealed in a 
plastic bag for 30 days.  Also wash all combs and brushes in 
a strong disinfectant.  Vacuum all upholstered furniture and 
rugs and keep furniture covered in sheets that are changed 
daily.  These steps should be continued for 2 weeks after 
your child is nit free.  If your child is sent home from school 
due to head lice, they will be readmitted once you have 
removed all nits, your child has been checked by an 



FCS Health Services staff member, and you have presented 
proof of treatment (a note from a medical authority, empty 
package or box from an over-the-counter medication with 
receipt, or note from a head lice removal service). 

���Advancing FCS  
  

The FCS Annual Giving Fund appeal is now underway!  You 
will receive the written materials next week, and a call from a 
fellow parent in November.  Please give to FCS - all 
donations are tax deductible!     
  
To keep FCS vibrant, every family's contribution to the Annual 
Giving Fund is essential.  The Annual Giving Fund covers the 
difference between the cost of FCS' curriculum, rich in 
experiences and resources, and the tuition FCS charges.   
  
·         special events and residencies 
·         expanded activities in specialty areas 
·         teacher training 
·         technology upkeep and expansion   
  
This year our goal is to raise $60,000, about $15,000 more 
than we raised last year, and 100% parent, faculty/staff, and 
Board participation.   
  
To reach this goal, we ask that you make FCS one of your 
top three giving priorities, reflecting the importance of your 
children, their education, and our community to your family.    
  
If every family gave according their means, we would easily 
meet our goal.  It's true!  For example, a donation of $250 
represents the cost of a large pizza each month!   And your 
contribution can be made monthly, quarterly, or according to 
whatever schedule fits your family.  Annual Giving Fund 
envelopes are in the office and the foyer; alternately you can 
use, particularly for monthly or quarterly giving, the pledge 
form on the main FCS website under community/fundraising/ 
Annual Giving Fund pledge form:  
  
http://www.friendscommunityschool.org/pdfs/FCSAGF1.pdf  
  
FCS is a labor of love - love of education, children, 
community.  Teachers, staff, Board members, volunteers, 
parents all care deeply about the school and what we do 
here.  We are proud to receive your gift and hope you are 



proud to give it!  
  
Please remember that all contributions, unlike tuition 
payments, are tax-deductible.  Gifts of cash, checks, stock, 
etc. -  all are welcome!  Feel free to contact me for further 
information, or just to chat about advancement.  Thank you 
so much.   
  
-- Christine Dunathan, Advancement and IT 

���FROM THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
  

Parents of Siblings  
  

As you know, siblings of current FCS students are given a 
preference in the admissions process.  To be accorded this 
preference, and for planning purposes, we ask that you 
complete an application package by November 13, 2009 .  If 
this poses any problems for you, please just let me know.  
Thank you!   
  
Recruiting Students  
  
Thank you for all that you are doing to recruit new students 
and families.  The first Open House was well attended, and 
we look forward to seven more:  Friday, 10.23; Saturday, 
11.7; Tuesday, 11.17; Friday, 12.4; Friday, 1.8; Thursday, 
1.14; and Saturday, 1.23.  We welcome parent participation in 
the Open Houses, especially in the two on Saturday 
mornings.  Please let me know (if you have not done so 
already) if you are willing to help in this way.  And I'd like 
publicly to thank Joan Lane-Warfield for volunteering to help 
organize these Open Houses and take care of the myriad of 
details ensuring success. 
  
Open House flyers  are still available for posting at places 
where parents gather, and I hope that you are posting this 
information on neighborhood and other list serves, and in 
newsletters .  I would appreciate your letting me know on 
which list serves and in which newsletters our info is posted.   
  
Of course, word-of-mouth  is most powerful recruiting tool, 
and we are eternally grateful for your spreading the good 
news about FCS.   Please let me know if I can help you in 
any way. 
  



Connie Belfiore 
Director of Admissions and Outreach   

Upcoming Events This Week  

Oct.18 - Fall Fair   

  
Oct. 21 - PTO Meeting  

  

Oct. 22 - Field Trip to Exhibit,  7/8 class 

  

  

Dates to Remember  

  

Oct.27 - Field Trip to imagination stage, Michelle's class 

  

Oct.28-30  - Parent/Teacher Confrences, Noon Dismissal 

 

 Nov. 1 – FCS Birthday/MFW, 10:30 

 

Nov.17 - PTO Meeting 

  

Nov.25 - Thanksgiving Holiday - No School 

   

All - School Tree Planting Big Meeting For Worship � 
  
It wasn't raining!  It was cold.  Some intrepid 5/6 students 
marked the outline for the holes with tape.  Trees stood ready 
to be received into the earth.  Finally it was 11:30am.  We 
gathered for a few minutes in front of the school with our 
meeting partners to reflect on what we were about to do.  
Then it was off!  With shovels, trowels and other tools we 
tackled the hardest soil this side of the moon:  FCS 
compacted clay!  It was tough work.  Luckily pick axes saved 
the day!  Some of us tossed turf, some of us stacked stones, 
some of us dug ditches, and some of us collected  compost 
from the bio-retention ponds.   
  



 

 
 

 
  
  
  
  



  
And viola!  
  
Many thanks to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation  for funding 
our effort to stop the erosion at the edge of our part of Still 
Creek.  At the end of this project, we will have planted 20+ 
trees and significantly slowed runoff into the creek.     
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